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SYNOPSES OF IMPORTANT ARTICLES. 



The Egyptian Nile as a Ciyilizer.* — Egyptian civilization was the creation of 
the Nile. 1) The Nile prepared Egypt for human habitation by producing the 
rich valley -which makes Egypt habitable. 2) It made of Egypt a fortified agricult- 
ural country having deserts to the east and west and the sea to the north and, by its 
character and the soil which it produced, rendered Egypt independent of other 
nations, free to develop her agricultural resources with the least possible labor 
and ever increasing range. 3) It originated much and contributed largely to the 
arts and inventions. It stimulated architecture, supplying bricks from its mud 
and a water-way for transporting stone. It encouraged hydraulics. Its papyrus 
and lotos assisted the growth of art and literature. 4) It originated and con- 
tributed much to philosophy and science. In philosophy, the idea arose from 
Egypt and the Nile that water was the first principle of things. In science, 
the beginnings of geometry and algebra, mensuration and geography are con- 
nected with the financial system according to which the use of the Nile water was 
regulated and distributed. Similar questions relating to riparian rights, etc., led 
to a science of government. Astronomy goes back to the Nile. 5) It had great 
influence in literature and religion. Some of the finest of Egyptian poems are 
hymns to the Nile. It was one of the chief deities, having one of the most 
remarkable festivals, giving rise to a mythological lore, to the mystic allegory of 
Osiris. On the stream of the heavenly river, only a more glorious Nile, the soul 
sailed away to the regions of Osiris. 



Origin and Structure of the Book of Judges. t — It consists, of three well- 
defined portions: (1) an introduction, 1:1-2:5, giving a view of the country at the 
beginning of the period; (2) 2:6-ch. 16, the period of the Judges; (3) chs. 17-21, 
an appendix in two portions, (a) 1748, migration of a part of the tribe of Dan to 
the north, (b) 19-21 , war of the Israelites against Benjamin. 1) The structure of 
the Book is seen most clearly in the middle portion. This consists essentially of 
a series of older narratives fitted into a framework by a later editor and provided 
by him with introductory and concluding remarks. Cf . the similar organization 
and phraseology of the history of the six greater judges (3:7-11 ; 3:12-30 ; 4:1-3 ; 
6:1-7; 10:6,7,10; 11:33b; 12:7; 13:1; 15:20; 16:31 end). The compiler has given 
this middle portion an introduction, 2:6-3:6, not all by his own hand. He is prob- 
ably not the first compiler of such a history. He is imbued with the ideas of 
Deuteronomy (cf. e. g. his theory of the history of the period 2:11-19). But other 
narratives do not show this coloring ; hence it is possible that there was a pre- 
deuteronomic collection of histories of the judges used in compiling this book. 
2) The first division, 1:1-2:5, consists of fragments relating to the conquest of 
Canaan, probably parallel with parts of Joshua (cf. Judg. 1:21; l:20b,10b-15; 1: 



* By Prof. J. G. Lansing, D. D., in The Presbyterian Review, Apr. 1889, pp. 245-255. 

t By Bev. Prof. S. B. Driver, D. D., in The Jewish Quarterly Review, April, 1889, pp. 258-270. 



